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LONDON, 
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= Popci- Head- Ail'y in Cornbill, 1712. 
| 


Beachcroft, Mayor. 


Martis xxix. die Januarie 
1711. Annoq; R. Regie 
Annz Magne 2 
Oc. Decimo. 


the Court be given to Mr. Bur, 
his SERMON Preach'd before the 
Lord-Mayor and Aldermen, at the Ca- 
thedral Church of St. Paul, on Wedneſ- 
day the Sixteenth Inſtant, being the Day 
appointed by Her Majeſty's Royal Pro- 
tion to be obſerved for a Publick 
Faſt ; and that he be deſired to Print the 


I. is Ordered, That the Thanks of 


GIBSON. 


TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Sir Robert Beachcroft, K. 
LORD MAYOR, 


AND TO THE 


Cour of ALDERMEN, 
OF THE 


City of LONDON; 


THIS 


SERMON 


Is Humbly Dedicated. 


PRO v. xxi. 30. 


There i no Wiſdom, nor Underſtanding, 
nor Counſel againſt the Lord. 


LTHOUGH our Succeſs has been ve- 
ry great and wonderful againſt the 
common Enemy, through the whole 

Courſe of this War; yet what may be 

the Iſſue, what Benefit we may reap at the 

Concluſion of it, God alone can determine, who 

is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in wor- 

ing : It is for this Reaſon that we are met to- 

this . to implore his Bleſſing upon 
our Arms, -on our Negotiations for Peace ; 
for whatever Adva we have gain'd hither- 
to by the War, we can have no Security that 
they will always laſt : Whatever Offers are made 
towards a Peace, we cannot be ſure they will 
infalliblyturn to our Good. The wiſeſt of Men 
may be miſtaken in theſe Matters, with all 
their Penetration and Foreſight, becauſe the 

Event of things belongs ſolely to God. All that 

the Art and Power of Man can pretend to do, 

5 to uſe his beſt Skill to inform his Judgment, 

after 
to take Meaſures proper to attain his End. 

how fallible the Judgment of Man is, 
how uncertain the Means he works wo 


that he may make a happy Choice, 
that, 
But 
and 
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the Experience of all = will convince us. 
God therefore mult be allow'd to preſide over 
the Actions of Mankind ; he directs their Coun. 
ſels, he manages their Deſigns as he pleaſes, 
and turns all to the Service of his Purpoſe and 
Order. Since therefore it is poſſible for the wi- 
ſeſt Counſels to miſcarry, and ſince we are in 
the dark whether ours ſhall or no, we are 
highly oblig'd in Duty to humble our ſelves 
before God, by Weeping, and Faſting, and 
Prayer, and by a ſolemn R nce of all our 
Sins, endeavour to move the Bowels of- his 
Mercy on this critical Occaſion ; That his De- 
crees may be the Intentions of Love to us, and 
not of V nce and Wrath ; for whatever 
his Will Pleaſure ſhall determine in this 
Matter, we muſt ſubmit to our Fate, we can- 
not withſtand him: There is 0 Wiſdom, xor Un- 
ng, nor Counſel againſt the Lord. 
In —— to which Words, I ſhall obſerve 
theſe 


wing Particulars. 

I. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, How vain a 
thing it is, wholly to confide in and rely upon 
human Counſcls. 

IT. I ſhall obſerve, That therefore we ought 
to rely upon God. And, 

III. and Laſtly, I ſhall conſider, What we 
ought to do, in order to obtain his Favour and 
Protection. 


When 
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when IT affirm, That all human Counſcls 
are vain, my Meaning is not, that there is no 
Need of ſuch Counſels, as if they were wholly 
uſeleſs in the Management of Buſineſs. The 
Wiſe-man, in this Collection of Proverbs, does 
plainly teach us a contrary Leſſon : He ſays, 
Chap. 11. ver. 14. Where no Counſel is, the Peo- 
ple fall: but in the Multitude of Counſellors, there 
1 Safety. And indeed I cannot fee to what End 
and Purpoſe God hath given us Reaſon and 
Underſtanding, if it be not to be made uſe of 
to our Safety and Preſervation ? And for Men 
to expect Safety without their own Endeavours, 
is not Hope, but Preſumption ; for God has tied 
us to the uſe of Means, and though he is not 
bound himſelf, yet generally he acts in that 
Order he hath preſerib'd us. A wile and faith- 
ful Counſellor is then a great Bleſſing, Happ 
Prince ! Happy People ! who are furniſh'd wth 
a Multitude of them; ſince they are the Ora- 
cles that God refers us to in times of Difficulty 
and Danger. But after all, the wiſeſt Men are 
no more than Inſtruments of God, ſubordinate 
to him, under his Direction; Inſtruments which 
he makes uſe of, to bring about not ours, but 
his own Deſigns. The wiſeſt of Men are ſtill but 
Men; that 1s, in a great meaſure blind, frail, 
and fickle Creatures. So that the Vanity of 
human Counſels will appear under theſe two 


Heads : 1. On the Part of God. 2. On the Part 
of Man. 


. They 


"MY 


— 


urn. 
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1. They are vain with Reſpect to be. 
cauſe tho? he hath beſtow'd on Man 2 
ty of Reaſon, and the Giſt of _ that he 
may be able to deliberate and debate, yet Sojp. 
mon informs us, That the Preparations of the 
Heart in Man, and the eAnſwer of the Tongue 
is from the Lord: That is, ia the Words of our 
admirable Paraphraſt, Men may deliberate, and 
SE 
what manner will ſpeak ; but w 
ſhall perſwade, or prevail or no, — 
reſolved by them, but upon the Plea- 
ſure of God. For he has the Hearts of all Men 
in his Hand, and turneth thems whitherſoever 
he will. Be then our Schemes never ſa well 
laid, our Meaſures concerted with all the Fine- 
neſs of Art and Policy, our Deſigns [RY 
and plauſible, ſtill the Succeſs depends on 
becauſe it is in his Power to make what Im- 
— he pleaſes upon the Will and Under- 

nding, to ſet Things in another Light to the 
Apprehenſions of Men, and to make their Opi 
nions differ from the ableſt Stateſman, and 
that means baffle his Deſigns. It was wt 
tho* wicked Counſel that eAchitophel gave to 
eAbſalom, who notwithſtanding was fo infatu- 
ated at that Time, as to hearken to Huſbai ra- 
ther, whoſe Advice was very prepoſterous and 
abſurd, and ſerv'd for no other End than it was 
deſign'd, i. e. to ruin him. Now God that is 
able to defeat wicked Counſels, when they are 
wiſe, can alſo defeat wiſe Counſels, when they 

are 


—— 
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If they ſerve not his Purpoſes, be 
22 ſhall Leer land. If God A 
ty has determin'd to continue his Puniſhments 
upon us, to vex this Nation till with the Mi- 
ſeries of War, who ſhall reſiſt his Will? Not 
all the cunning of the wiſeſt Heads, tho? their 
End be good, and their Means lawful; He 
ſets ſeated on his Throne of Majeſty on higli, 
and contemns the weakneſs of their Deſigns: 
He can alſo render them contemptible. Their 
Counſels may really be wiſe and prudent, and 
in themſelves commendable : But the Difficul- 
ty is, to make them appear ſuch to others. If 
others do not underſtand them, or underſtand 
them amiſs, all their Projects are rejected as 
weak and fooliſh. Now in this Caſe, Coun- 
ſels that are fooliſh, or a r to be fo, are all 
the fame in Effect; becauſe their End and De- 
fign is wholly loſt, and comes to nothing. So 
egſe a thing is it for God to deſtroy the i 
dom of the Wiſe, and bring to nut hing t 
Underſtanding of the Prudent. But we will 
Men to have a true Notion of the Be- 
nefits of Peace, and fo are, or ought to be diſ- 
pos'd ro embrace it with open Arms. Are 
there not Men of proud ambitious Spirits in 
the World, who have private vicws of their 
own, who have fore iccret Intereſt to carry 
on, ſeparate from the common Good, who care 
not how much the Publick ſuffers, provided 
they can find their Account in it? Theſe are 
the Men that God makes uſe of to diſturb the 
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World, and put all Things into Confuſion. 
There never was, nor conſidering human Na- 
ture, never will be ſuch a Conſtitution of things, 


as will pleaſe all People. Now it is the Buſi- 
neſs of afpiring diſcontented Men, always to 
fide with thoſe who like not the Management 
of Things. They murmur, ＋ „ the Seeds 
of Diſcord, and make Parties, they cover their 
real Deſigns with ſomething that appears ſpeci 
ous and fair to the Vulgar, and thus by taking 
advantage of the Ignorance of the Multitude, 
they too too often ſucceed in their Practice up- 
on the weakneſs of their Underſtandings. Con- 
fidering therefore, that the honeit and wiſe part 
of Mankind is much the leaſt, it is a wonder, 
that there is any Peace in the World at all. 
But Gcd who rules the raging of the Sea, ſets 
bounds to the madneſs of the People, and ſays, 
Hitherto ſhall ye come and no farther. Hi 

ry both Sacred and profane 1s full of Inſtances, 
which ſhew what a ſmall thing many Times 
blows up the giddy Multitude into Sedition and 
Mutiny, and withall how difficult it is to re- 
duce them into Order. From whence we may 
conclude, that if Providence was not always up- 
on the Watch, to reſtrain and temper their un- 
ruly Paſſions, Man would of Courſe fall into a 
State of War, and Sheath his Sword in his Bro- 
ther's Bowels. Man is indeed made for Socie- 


ty, his wants and neceſſities naturally incline 
him to ſeck after it. But Nature is corrupted, 
the Paſſions in moſt Men are predominant — 
above 
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above Reaſon ; ſo that without a ſpecial Provi- 
dence to take car- of the's Matters, I cannot 
fe how it is poſſible for the World to avoid 
Confuſion, white there are ſo many ill Men to 
practiſe, and ſuch numbers oi weak ones to be 
ctis'd upon. So ealily do we ſlip into War, 
- God alone can tell when it ſhall be ended. 
He is the Author of Pcace, and to hum we muſt 
apply for it. In ſhort, Pcace is one of the great- 
Bleſſings that Heaven can beſtow upon Man- 
kind, but if God is not plcas'd to beſtow this 
Bleſſing on us yet, if it be not his Will, there 
is ſuch varicty of Incidents to clog the Wheels, 
ſuch Difficulties to ſurmont, that human Art 
can never procure it for us. We ſpend our 
Pains to no purpoſe, we then endeavour to 
thwart the Will of God, whoſe Power no 
Creature is able to reſiſt. His Bleſſing muſt 
go along with our Endcavours, or they cannot 
proſper. Without his Bleſſing the Wiſeſt Men 
may ſay with the Apoſtles. Lord, we have la- 
boured all Night, and caught nothing. Our Tem- 
poral Sucreſs, as well as Spiritual, depends up- 
on the Divine Concurrence with our Endea- 
vours. Paul may {ant and eAjillos water, but 
God giveth the eacroaſe, to reward our La- 
bours. For he is the Srpr.re Lord of all, 
but in a particular Monner ſtil'd in Scripture, 
The Lord of Hoſts. He alba, is ſaid to ſcatter 
the Peofle, who delicht in War; le that ma- 
keth Wars to ces in all the World, that 
breaketh the Bow, and knajpeth the Spear 
B 2 iz 
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whoſe 


in ſunder, and burneth the Chariots is the 
Fire. a 
But, 


2. The Vanity of human Counſels 
will appear, if we conſider what Man is in 
himſelf. Now we all know, that the wiſe 
Man knows but in part, he knows little, and 
that little he does know is not very diſtinctly. 
Oftentimes he finds himſelf miſtaken in thar 
Knowledge, wherein he pretends to the greateſt 
Skill; and like Men that are dim-Ggbred, he 
takes for currant Coin that which is Fa! and 
Counterfeit. In plain Language, he is apt to 
miſtake his End. I ſhall inſtance in the pre- 
ſent Caſe here before us: Peace is a Word, 
very Name carries a charming Sound a- 
long with it, and our Saviour has annext a pe- 
culiar Bleſſing to thoſe that ſeek after it. It is 
the thing we want, and the thing we pray for, 
the only 1 of all our Miſeries, and ſole 
Foundation of all our future Happineſs. The 
Calamities we ſuffer in this tedious War, af- 
ter all our Victories, do plainly juſtifie the ne- 
ceſſity of it, without uſing more Words to make 
you underſtand it. Far be it from any of us, 
that we ſhould be of that brutal Temper as to 
delight in War, a Thing fo cruel and odious 
in the ſight of God, that he expreſly forbids his 
Servant David to build his 'Lemple, becauſe 
he was a Man of Blood. And yet thoſe Wars 
he was engag'd in, are ſaid to be the Lord's 
Battles. As the Lord, whom we ſerve is the 
God of Peace, fo it is our Duty to be the _ 

ren 


tbe Lord Mayor, Jan. 16. 1711. 


13 


dren of Peace, to account the Life of Man, as 
it is a ſacred Thing, and not to be play'd off 
lightly. But tho? theſe are great and true Cha- 
raters of Peace in general; yet every fort of 
Peace is not more Eligible than War. If it 
was ſo, it would follow that all War was un- 
lawful, that we never ought to enter into it, 
n no Conſideration. We muit not take up 
Arms to defead our ſelves, but fit {till and be- 
come the Prey of every bold Invader. Our 
Lives and Libertics, our Religion and Proper- 
ties, our Wives and Children muſt be all fa- 
cri fic'd, and tamely given up for the ſake of 
Peace, without any Remedy to fave our ſelves, 
except Miracles. Had we acted by this Prin- 
ciple, I dread to think what would become of 
us by this Time. When therefore we pray 
for Peace, we pray for fuch a Peace as is more 
Eligible than War, ſuch a Peace, as in the 
Words of this Days Service, is hononrable, ſe- 
cure and laſting, both at home and abroad. 
This is the End and Aim of all our Endeavours, 
this the Reward of all our Expence of Blood 
and Treaſure. And till we can obtain this, 
we muſt have recourſe to the Juſtice of thoſe 
Arms, that were taken up at firſt in this 
Cauſe. For if it was reaſonable and juſt to 
begin the War on this Foot, there muſt be 
the fame Reaſon and Juſtice to continue it, 
till we have gain'd our Point, if we are able. 
Our Prayers, which we this Day have put up 
to God, are for a Bleſſing on the Forces of — 
mol 
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moſt. gracious Majeſty and her Allies, till thoſe 
who are her and their Enemics, ſhall ſubmir 
to ſuch a Peace. For though War is a tore 
Judgment, yet it may fo hapnen, that Peace 
ſhall be a more grievous Tudgment than that: 
Otherwiſe we ſhould never have enter'd into 
this War at all; we ſhould not, as we have 
now done, pray for Succeſs on ours and our 
Confederates Arms, till we have obtain'd not 
any Peace, but ſuch as is honorable, j-care, 
and laſting. What the Conditions are that will 
render our Peace ſuch, is and onght to he left 
to the Wiſdom of thoſe who act in this imnor- 
tant Matter, under her moſt Sacred Majeſty's 
immediate Direct ion; but {till let us remember, 
that this is the thing we now pray for. This 
is the material Point; and if we be miſta- 
ken in this, (which God ſorbid) our Diſap- 

intment may prove very fatal : We may then 
oſe the Fruits of all our Succeſſes, our Blood 
and Treaſure may poſhbly be ſpent in vain ; 
we may be expos'd to the fame Dangers as have 
threatned us all this while, if not to worſe. It 
is therefore a Matter of the lu Concern, and 
highly becoming the Piety of our Scvereign, to 
command this — Faſt, that our Conſulta- 
tions may take Effect, and our Peace not be 
miſtaken. Indeed we have no great Reaſon to 
ſuſpect our Succeſs in this A Fair, if we conſider 


the Ability of thoſe that are the Managers of 
it, if we call to mind our many ſignal V ictorics, 


if we obſerve the extreme weak Condition - 
| 1 
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the Enemy, who is reduc'd ſo low as to ſue for 
peace: For what ſhould hinder, in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances, why we ſhould not make, if not 
our own, yet at leaſt ſafe Terms? But then, 
on the other hand, it is to be conſider'd what 
an Enemy we have to treat with ; an Enemy, 
that is full of Subtilty and Trick, that cares not 
to keep his Word, when it is his Intereſt, and 
he durſt break it; famous for his many Wiles, 
which have been ſo ſerviceable to him; inſo- 
much, that what he has not been able to win 
by the Sword, he has oftentimes got by a Trea. 
ty. No Caution can be too much in this Caſe; 
and though we dread not his Forces, we have 
t Reaſon to fear his Cuni.ing. When we 

ve ſuch an Enemy to deal with, who can tell 
how far God in Anger may fuffer his Artifices 
to prevail upon us? Sure it becomes us all to 
be ſerious and carneſt, I hope we have been fo 
in our Prayers to God this Day, that he would 
give the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſianding, 
the Spirit of Faithfulneſs and Connſel to all 
thoſe, who on our Part ſhall be employ d in 
this great Work ; that they may ſee the true In- 
tereſt of their Country, and that none of the 
Artifices of the French Management may pre- 
vail. The wiſeſt of Men are many times o- 


verſeen, and the more honeſt they be, the more 


liable to be impos'd upon: So that if God docs 
not direct our Founſeks, we are ſtill in a dange- 
rous Condition. We may miſtake our End, and 
inſtead of Realities embrace a Shadow : There 
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is, ſays Solomon, ch. 19. 12. a Way which ſcemeth 
right unto a Man, but the End thereof are the 
IWzys of Death. So eaſily may we be deceiv'd 
and undone, when we rhink our ſelves moſt 
fafe. Since then by theſe and many other ways 
we may come ſhort of our End, and be diſap- 
pointed, our Intereſt as well as Duty is to truſt 
in God, who alone is the mighty Deliverer. 


Which brings me to my Second General Head, 
that is to ſay, Since human Counſels are ſo 
_ and vain, we ought to truſt entirely to 
God. 

The Succeſs of all our Endeavours 
upon his Providence, whoſe Decrees cannot be 
withſtood. The common Experience of human 
Affairs, not to mention a thouſand Places in 
Scripture, do plainly demonſtrate this Truth. 
Not a Heathen ſcarce in all the World, but 
what obſerv'd and acknowledg'd it. The rea” 
teſt part of their Authors, whoſe Books we have 
ſtill remaining in our Hands, in many Places 
attribute the Succeſs of human Affairs to a cer- 
tain Power call'd Fortune. Caeſar, one of the 
greateſt and moſt active famous Men in all An- 
tiquity, who ſpent all his whole Life in the Af. 
fairs of State, both in Peace and War, ſaid, and 
oftentimes repeated it, That Fortune hada main 


- ſtroke in all Things, and eſpecially in War. 


Now altho' theſe Men did very much abuſe 
themſelves, in robbing God of that Glory which 
was due to his Providence, when they 2 
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ted all to that vain and falſe Idol of their Ima- 
nation called Fortune; yet at the bottom they 


confeſg?d by this Language, that the Succeſs of 


| our Deſigns, and all our Enterprizes depead- 
* — ciſc, beſides our — 
Some however there were amongit them, who 
fw through this vulgar Error, and made no 
ſcruple to impute that to God, which others 
fooliſhly aſcrib'd to Fortune. Thus the Rowan 
Orator favs excellently well, That the Com- 
mon-wealth of Rome, was rather govern'd by 
the Help and Aſſiſtance of the Divinity, than 
by the Reaſon and Counſel of Men. Let us 
therefore truſt in the Lord with all our Hearts, 
and eſpecially take heed that we lean not to our 
own U anding. There is nothing ſo fatal 
to us, as an over-fond Conccit of our own Wiſ⸗ 
dom. God ſeems to take Delight in fruſtrating 
the Contrivances of ſuch vain 3 And if it 
was not fo, their ſanguine hopes often make 
them too poſitive and ſure to ſuſpect any Dan- 
ger, and in that Security lies their greateſt Dan- 
ger. Is the War to be continued ? The Horſe 


is pre par d for the Day of Battel, but Safety is of 


the Lord. Is it Peace that we aim at? 4 Man's 
Heart devizeth his way, but the Lord direfieth 


his ſteps, Prov. 16. 9. 80 that either Way there 


is a neceſſity of Dependance upon God's Provi- 
dence, who is the ſole Arbiter of Peace and 
War, who is able to puniſh us by the one, as 
well as by the other. We mult not think, be- 
cauſe Peace is a great Bleſſing, that therefore 
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affuredly ſo to us. God may give 

as he gives Riches to many Men, in 
his Anger. Tt may for ought we know bri 

that Ruin upon the Nation, which War cou 

not. As then an afflicted State is more pro. 
per for ſome Perſons than a proſperous Con- 
dition, fo God in much Wiſdom may deal with 
Nations and Kingdoms. It is not in Man to 
fay which will be beſt, but God knows, and 
therefore we ought to refer all to him. Wemay 
be aſſur d, that the Continuance of the War thus 
long is God's doing, that without his Provi- 
dence, which orders and permits every Thi 

to be done as he pleaſes, none of tlicſe Evil 
had come to paſs. It is by his Order, th-t the 
Hearts of Men are ſo much divided; it is by 
his Order, that Wars and Diſcord have march'd 
through almoſt all the Countrys of Europe. 
But let us remember at the fame Time, 
as he is all juſt and wiſe, he has not been ſo 
ſevere without Reaſon. So that if we will 


ve the Glory that is due to his Juſtice, we ſhall 
Ready acknowledge that our Sins have kindled 
His Anger, and our Wickedneſs ht upon 
with Daniel the Prophet, That Rightemſuſ 
wi ie at Ri 7 
Belungeth to God, but to #s 2 of Face. 
For the Truth is, we have highly deſerv'd all 
the Evils we have ſuffered, and all that we 


fear, and worſe ſtill, if his Mercy does not al- 
lay the Severity of his Judgments. But how 
wie ſhall be able to obtain his Mercy is worth our 


enquiry; 
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uiry ; Which brings me to the Third and 
Thing, which I propos d to ſpeak to. 
Seeing we are helpleſs of our ſclves, and fo 
are bound to rely upon God; what it is that 
ve muſt do to gain his Favour and Protecti- 


"The great Duty of every Man in this Caſe 
is to repent. For how can we expect, that 
God ſhould hear our Prayers for his Favour 
and Protection, if we preſent them with our 
Souls, and Hands, and Lips, polluted with Sin? 
You know well enough with what Horror he re- 
jects the Prayer and Offering of impenitent Sin- 
ners, p ing he has them in Abomination, 
that his Soul hates them, that he is weary with 
their ſcandalous, hypocritical Grimaces, and that 
he cannot away with them. When you ſpread 
forth your Hands, ſaith he, I will hide mine Eyes 
from you. Tea, when you make many Prayers, I 
will xot hear. Nour Hands are full of Blood, waſh 
yur, wake you Clean, put away the Evil of your 
doings from before mine Eyes; ceaſe to do evil, 
leery to do well, It was for this Reaſon that 
David, who was very ſenſible of the pu- 
rity of God, prot-ileth that when he comes to 
ſome hinfclf before him at his Altar, that 

will take ſpecial Care he waſh his Hands in 
Innoceace. And vt. Pais Will is, That Men 
pray every where, lifring up bly Hinds, with. 
out Wrath and Dultiug, 1 Tim. 2.8. Let us 
therefore endeavour to bring this neceſſary Dit- 
polition, if we would have our Prayers take 
C 2 place 
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ISzuNON preach'd before 


to him, 


place with God, and move his Compaſſion to- 
wards us. Let us — our Souls and Bodies 


by an awful and ſerious Repentance: Let us 
bewail our Sins, and deteſt our Wickedneſs 


and Diſorders. Let us ſtrictly examine and 
judge our ſelves, that we may prevent the 
Judgments of Heaven. Let us condemn to Fa- 
ſting and Sorrow, this Fleſh which has ſo un- 
worthily abus'd that Mercy, which God has 
mix't aſl along with his Judgments ; and ler 
us not think to put him off with the ſlight De- 
votion of a {ingle Day, with a Repentance that 
ſuſpends and interrupts a vicious Courſe of 
Lite for a Seaſon: God to be ſure will not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be abusd by fo groſs an Arti- 
fice. This is not the Humiliation that he de- 
mands of us, for a Man to afflict his Soul for 
a Day, to bow down his Head like a Bullruſh, 
and to ſpread Sackcloth and Aſhes under him. 
He demands a ſincere Repentance, that diſ- 
claims and renounces for ever all manner of 
Commerce with Sin and Vice. He demands 
ſuch a Repentance as the Peace is we pray for 
one that is entire, firm, and la- 
ſting. Let #s hear his Voice, and he will hear 
ors : Let us obey his Will, and he will accom- 
phſh our Deſires; for when a Man's way — 
the Lord, he maketh his Enemies to be at Peace 
with him. We generally look upon the Men that 
are the Diſturbers of our Peace, and no farther; 
and fooliſhly conclude, that if ſuch and ſuch 
People were out of the way, all Things _ 
oon 
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fon return into Order. It is only ſome few 
Politick, Ambitious Men that diſturbrhe World, 
ſay moſt le; and they add, that it would 
be well for the World, it they were out of it: 
Remove but theſe Men who are ſacrificing all 
to their private Intereſt : Remove ſichi as are 
proſecuting domeſtick Revenge, at the Expence 
of the publick Safety : Remove another fort, 
who will not be at reſt, ti]] they ſce all things 
truckle under them. Ina Word, remove all fuch 
as love to inſtil Fears and Jealouſ'cs, and Suſpi- 
cions into the Minds of Princes, and then we 
think all will go well, and we nee to fear no 
Diſturbance. We greatly miſtake the Matter ; 
if we will Reaſon like Chriſtians, let us re- 
move from us our Sins, which draw down up- 
on our Heads theſe heavy Judgments; and 
then, but not till then, the World will be at 
quiet, for Sin is the cauſe of all our Miſe 

and Wo, and if we do not repent, will at la 

prove the Kingdoms Ruin. That Sin will be 
our ction in the other World, every Bo- 
dy that believes the Goſpel wil! readily ac- 
knowledge, but they are not ſo eaſily convinc'd 
that it makes them miſerable in this ; for we 
ſee by Experience, that oftentimes Men thrive 
by their Vices. This indeed is true, as to par- 
ticular Men, but it cannot be affirm'd to be ſo 
in the Caſe of States and Kingdoms. For there 
is no other ſort of Rewards and Puniſhments 
tor Publick Sociectics as ſuch, but thoſe of this 
Life; this is the Time of Recompence for them, 


this. 


— 


22 A SERMON preachd before 


this is the Reaſon, that when God viſits for 
the general ion of Manners, many a 
good Man is involv'd in the common Calami- 
ty; he ſuffers here in this World, as he is a part 
of that Body, and a Member of that Society, 
which God deſigns to puniſh. The Ju at 
of the other World is deſign'd for the Action 
of every particular Man, who ſha'l then be 
calPd to anſwer only for himſeif. But Govern- 
ments cannot be thus dealt with, if they are 
puniſhed, it muſt be while the Goverament 
continues 1n this 2 and therefore we may 
depend upon it, that except we repent 

— * other, God knows how toon, moſt 
certainly periſh. Let us therefore all refolve 
from this Moment to forſake all our Sins, and 
break off all our Iniquities, that have provok'd 
the Divine Anger. Let us turn to him, that he 
may turn to us, and leave us his long dæſired 
Bleſſing; and whilſt we arc humbling our 
ſelves in a ſincere Repentance before God, let 
us remember the cheif Act of it is Love and 
Charity, the main Thing in which Religion 
conſiſts: Without this Grace, all our other 
Acts of Repentance are meer Hypocrilie and 
Diſſimulation. The? I beflow all iry Goods to 
feed the Poor, and thu I give my Boy to be 
buru'd, and have not Charity, it availett me nu 
thing. This Grace is the true Iinage of God, 
and beſt repreſents his Character. Let us in 


we 


the Words of our Prayers, ſeriouſſy lay to 


Heart, the great Dangers we are in by our 
unhappy 
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unhappy Diviſions. Let us conlider the great 
— which the Enemy may gain b tem, 
ne & & hb Lanzeelt to he mai out a- 
mong our ſelves, and ſeparate into Parties: Had 
ve no Apprehenſions of Danger from abroad, yet 
what can more naturally tend to DeſtruQtion, 
than this Spirit of Diſcord, that animates Fel- 
low-Citizens to revile and one ano- 
ther. But when we have the danger of a Fo- 
reign Enemy beſides, ſure it is high time to U- 
nite and Love one another. The moſt effect ual 


be at Peace at home; let us every one endea- 
vour to do his Part for the one, and all pray 
unanimouſly for the other; that ſo at length we 
may ſee an end to all Wars and Diviſions, that 
our Conſtitution and Religion as now eſta- 
1 wg for ever. * the 
may a Reign of Peace, and be as 
and great 12 1 hoy Comets and Counſellowrs, 
«fe be 
7 


en glorious in her eArms and Gene- 


FINIS. 


means under God to obtain Peace abroad, is to 
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